
Key Ideas for Parents 
 

Think Deeply:  The Common Core em-
phasizes critical thinking.  It re-
quires students to analyze more, 
discuss more, evaluation more, jus-
tify more and explain their thinking 
and understanding deeply, especial-
ly in writing.   

Integrating Learning: The Common 
Core emphasizes learning across 
disciplines (reading and math and 
social studies standards combined 
into one task).  Students spend 
more time working together with 
different real-life settings, struc-
tures and tools.   

Showing How They Learn:  The Com-
mon Core emphasizes proof and 
evidence.  Long gone are the days 
of worksheets, fact memorizations 
and skill and drill.  Students are not 
taught this way and they are not 
assessed this way.  The new tests 
will require students to explain how 
they know and to move fluently be-
tween different ways of solving a 
problem. 

Talking with the 
Teacher 

 

When you talk with your child’s 
teacher ask to see a sample of 
his/her work. 

Ask the teacher questions about the 
work, like: 

• Is this piece satisfactory? 

• Does this meet the grade level 
expectation? 

• How could it be better? 

• Is my child on track? 

• How can I help my child im-
prove? 

• What resources are available 
that I can use to support my 
child at home? 

If you have concerns, don’t hesitate 
to share them. 

If you have successes or praises, 
share them as well. 

 

 

...the Second Grade 
Edition 

Common Core 
State Standards 

for Parents... 

This guide provides an overview 
of what your child will learn by 
the end of the year in Mathe-
matics and English Language 
Arts and Literacy.  It focuses on 
the key skills your child will 
learn in these subjects, which 
will build a strong foundation for 
success in other subjects.  This 
guide is based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
which have been adopted in 
Washington State. 

Nine Mile Falls School District 
Nine Mile Falls, WA 

Adapted from National PTA 
resources 



Common Core Standards for Second Grade 

 

 

 

In 2nd grade, your child 
will build on last year’s 
work and gain important 
new skills. One of the most 
important outcomes for 
the year is to add and sub-
tract two-digit numbers 

quickly and accurately (e.g., 77 – 28). An-
other important goal in 2nd grade is to un-
derstand what the digits mean in a three-
digit number such as 463 (namely, 463 is 
four hundreds, six tens, and three ones). 
Your child also will build expertise with solv-
ing addition and subtraction word problems. 
Mastering addition and subtraction at the 
2nd grade level is important so that your 
child will not have to review and repeat this 
material in 3rd grade, when the study of 
multiplication, division, and fractions will 
start.  They will be asked to: 

-Solve addition and subtraction word prob-
lems with one or two steps (e.g., a “one-
step” problem would be: “Lucy has 23 fewer 
apples than Julie. Julie has 47 apples. How 
many apples does Lucy have?”) 

-Quickly and accurately add with a sum of 20 
or less (e.g., 11 + 8); quickly and accurately 
subtract from a number 20 or less (e.g., 16 
– 9); and knowing all sums of one-digit 
numbers from memory 

-Solve addition and subtraction word prob-
lems involving length (e.g., “The pen is 2 cm 
longer than the pencil. If the pencil is 7 cm 
long, how long is the pen?”) 

-Build, draw, and analyze 2-D and 3-D 
shapes 

English Language Arts 
and Literacy 

Students in 2nd grade will gain more skills in read-
ing, writing, speaking, and listening. They continue 
to learn and practice rules for matching sounds to 
letters that make up words, and they learn new 
concepts — such as words that share the same root 
(e.g., add and additional) — that help them figure 
out the meanings of new words. Writing will be-
come an exciting way for your child to use newly 
learned words and phrases to express ideas. As 
they write and speak, 2nd graders will be more 
attentive to the formal and informal uses of English 
and will spell most words correctly in their writing.  
They will be asked to: 

■ Pay close attention to details, including illustra-
tions and graphics, in stories 
and books to answer who, 
what, where, when, why, and 
how questions 

■ Determine the lesson or 
moral of stories, fables, and 
folktales 

■ Use text features (e.g., captions, bold print, in-
dexes) to locate key facts or information efficiently 

■ Write an opinion about a book he or she ha read, 
using important details from the materials to sup-
port that opinion 

■ Write stories that include a short sequence of 
events and include a clear beginning, middle and 
end. 

■ Determine the meaning of the new word formed 
when a known prefix or suffix is added to a known 
word (happy/unhappy; pain/painful/ painless) 

■ Retell key information or ideas from media or 
books read aloud 

Mathematics 

http://www.k12.wa.us/cor
estandards/default.aspx 

 

http://www.pta.org/comm
oncore 

 

http://www.corestandards
.org 

 

http://www.hunt-
institute.org 

 

http://www.nwea.org/pro
ducts-services/common-

core-map 

Parent-Friendly 
Resources  


